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NINGALOO MARINE PARK’S WHALE SHARK TOURISM SEASON — STATISTICS 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [12.08 pm]: Our state is blessed with some 
extraordinary wildlife that can be admired in settings that are like nowhere else in the world. One such area is the 
Ningaloo coast, which was inscribed on the World Heritage List earlier this year. 

The tourism industry may be going through challenging times, but despite this, I have good news that 
demonstrates that the industry is performing well in one of the state’s iconic destinations. Recently I released 
visitor statistics for Ningaloo Marine Park’s 2011 whale shark tourism season, which was open from March to 
August. A total of 17 500 visitors participated in 994 whale shark tours. This is an increase of 22.4 per cent on 
the number of visitors in the 2010 season, while the number of whale shark tours was also up almost 12 per cent. 
This is also a record number of people visiting Ningaloo Marine Park to participate in this unique wildlife 
tourism experience, and represents an increase of 130 per cent since 2006.  

This not only is a great result for our tourism industry, but also re-affirms the management program overseen by 
the Department of Environment and Conservation in collaboration with whale shark tour operators. This science-
based management program ensures that future generations can continue to participate in this extraordinary 
experience. Logbook information collected by tour operators shows that despite an increase in the number of 
tours, the contact rate with whale sharks has remained steady. This demonstrates that the increase in the number 
of tourists is not adversely impacting on the whale shark population in Ningaloo Marine Park. 

In addition to the appeal of whale sharks, tourists are drawn to Ningaloo to experience the 290-kilometre 
fringing coral reef, the beautiful beaches, the majestic manta rays, humpback whales and their calves, and marine 
turtles and their hatchlings in a pristine marine setting. Cape Range National Park, which adjoins part of 
Ningaloo, received almost 240 000 visits in the 2010–11 financial year; and thanks to a royalties for regions 
investment of $800 000, DEC is constructing a one-kilometre loop road, a double toilet block and 14 additional 
camp sites at Kurrajong campground this financial year. This will bring the total number of campsites in Cape 
Range National Park to 112. 

I encourage members to visit the Gascoyne coast, including Ningaloo Marine Park and Cape Range National 
Park, to show their support for our state’s regional tourism sector. 
 


